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Dear friends of Kyle, dear former coworkers,

The second Newsletter in 2012 comes to you. And
brings news about the current situation, the play , a com-
ment by Marian and an very interesting article looking at
Kyle from a Nigerian perspective. Unfortunately, none of
you sent in a contribution which we asked for in the last
newsletter.
What do you expect from the Kyle-Newsletter? - I would
be happy to receive your statements and comments by
email. Some of them I would like to publish in the next
Newsletter.

All the Best
János

News from Camphill Kyle
by NICK

Good news! This is our second
day of summer with warm balmy
weather! I don’t know what it’s been
like for you people but it’s been
absolutely miserable here since an
early spell of summer weather in
March/April. Anyway, let’s hope it
lasts. P.S. It didn’t. Two days was all
we had!
So what’s been happening here in
all this miserable weather? Well, for
those of you who read about our ef-
forts in the mini-marathon, you will
be pleased to hear that Mick and
the builders have been busy putting
up the extension to Ard Lui for the
wheelchair designed facility for Luke
with his own room and ensuite bath-
room with a built in ceiling hoist con-
necting both rooms. Upstairs there is
a decent co-worker room with proper
stair access, so we need only use the
old rooms for short term visitors etc.

The project is up to the roof stage and
on schedule. All things considered we
did very well on the mini marathon
raising about 1000 Euro so you can
still contribute to our fundraising ap-
peal (details in the last Newsletter)!
Bogha Boisti, at the other end of Kyle
has been through interesting times.
In January we appointed Rose-Marie
as our first employed house coordi-
nator; we thought things were going
quite well but after six months with
us she resigned, saying that Camphill
was not really for her. So we have
now appointed Irene in her place.
Irene was on the shortlist and we
interviewed her as well: our heart
said that she was the person for us,
but our head said we should appoint
Rose-Marie because she appeared to
have better qualifications and expe-
rience...heart or head, which do you
listen to? It’s early days and Irene has
now been with us for some weeks but
it feels as though we have made the
right choice.

That leaves Tigh Eoin of the main
houses: Anne and Nick have bought
a house on the road to Callen about
1 km from Kyle where they now live,
although Anne seems to spend much
more time in Tigh Eoin where she still
acts as house-coordinator. However,
Tayo, who has recently joined us (he
introduces himself in a separate arti-
cle) will be working with Anne and
gradually take on more responsibil-
ity for Tigh Eoin. Susanne will move
into the end part of the Tigh Eoin flat
later this year, and her accommoda-
tion in Cherry moon will be available
for other purposes which is currently
under discussion.
There has also been a significant
development at the weavery where
the accommodation for Linda and
Brahim has been extended to include
a guest room, an additional bath-
room and a utility room. The Kyle
weavery has now been amalgamated
with Ballytobin’s down in Sweeney’s.
The Abhainn Ri Callan summer arts
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Festival has just finished and has
been a remarkable event again in
which we have been heavily involved.
Earlier this year we had been trying
to put on a play for Easter based on
Oscar Wilde’s story the Selfish Giant.
Unfortunately (or fortunately as it
turned out) it didn’t get very far and
was dropped. When we heard that an
American drama professor and two
of her graduate students were com-
ing over to work with participants
in the Festival as well as a group of
senior pupils from Exeter Academy
in New Hampshire with their teach-

ers we grabbed the opportunity to
book them to work with us: and
work we did! Every afternoon from
2.30 to 5.30 we had people prac-
tising the play, the music, making
costumes, and making props. Every-
body in the community was involved.
There were also three service users
in wheelchairs plus their carers from
and St Patrick’s in Kilkenny. The rea-
son for that was at the festival theme
was inclusion, so not only did we
want to include everyone in Kyle,
but also others with disabilities from
the wider community. Believe it or

not, Dona Freeman with her students
and American colleagues achieved
the impossible of getting the play to
a really very high level in that short
time. We performed it in the finale at
the end of the festival in the Com-
monage theatre behind the old Co-
op in Callan and had rave reviews!
Thanks to Inga, the props were bril-
liant and the whole spectacle had a
feeling of humour, movement, and
beauty. See article by Joanna and
Marian for more details.

Comment
by MARIAN DREW

The play was very interesting, and I think it would be

good if everyone would come back next year. I played the
tree and it was very good to be a tree. Thanks for the
teacher that helped to us teach in the play.

"Lights, Camera, Action"
by JOANNA MCCLELLAND

....OK, the words should probably
be, ’Lights, Music, Action’, since we
were doing a play rather than a film,
but there’s something magical about
those words isn’t there? When I hear
those words I always get the feeling
that something truly incredible is be-
ginning to take place, and the whole
experience of our play was absolutely
incredible!
From the acting, to the directing, to
the props and costumes, and all the
other aspects of the experience, what
we created was stunning!
Around Easter this spring, here in
Kyle we begun work on a short play
’The Selfish Giant’, we intended to
perform it at Easter and so set to
work creating it. Though we put a
lot of time and effort into our project
we found that we could never quite
reach the point we were aiming for,
perhaps it was God telling us that we
didn’t have all the pieces we needed
to finish our puzzle and so we let

our project rest for a while, and went
back to our regular daily work and
waited for our missing pieces.
In June we received news that Patrick
Lydon, a good friend of Camphill had
been in contact with a drama profes-
sor from America, Donna Freeman,
and Patrick had told Donna of the
project we had begun in Kyle in the
Spring, and she expressed great inter-
est in helping to bring new life to our
project. She would be coming to Ire-
land with two groups from two differ-
ent schools, Exeter Academy, and St.
Olaf’s, in America, around the time of
the local town of Callan’s annual fes-
tival, the Abhain Ri festival, and was
hoping to present our play as part of
the festival. On hearing this news, we
in Kyle agreed to work on our play
again, and present it as part of the
Abhain Ri festival.
In July, the week of the festival,
Donna and the school groups arrived
in Ireland, and we began our play
once again. Every afternoon for the
week, we came together and worked
on our project. God must have been

satisfied that we had everything, and
everyone, we needed to complete our
puzzle, because within that week, ev-
erything fell into place. Everyone was
included in the play in some way.
Some were actors, some were music,
some were props and costumes, and
some were the support system that
brought everything together. We even
had a few people from another local
residence, St. Patrick’s in Kilkenny,
that were also a part of our play!
It was absolutely incredible that
within one week, we created such
an amazing piece of art! It was truly
spectacular!! I believe that all of us
involved were touched by the experi-
ence, and affected, and perhaps even
changed by the whole project, I know
I was!
I look forward to doing another such
project again!! Thank you to every-
body who was a part of it, I feel
the experience brought us together!
It was amazing working with such
an incredible collection of unique and
wonderful people!!
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Looking at Kyle from an
Nigerian perspective

by TAYO PAUL ADENUSI

Aside from my academic inter-
est in the values and characteristics
of community life, I am an African-
born in a country and continent with
an enormous variation of cultural di-
versities; and with these diversities
come a wonderful sense of commu-
nity, whereby the various cultures,
tribes, families and individual are
closely knitted together in one way or
the other.
Despite the dying values of the
African culture in the past decades,
as a result of Africans trying to im-
itate western lifestyle by converting
traditional communities into modern
societies, so to speak, there is still
some iota of community qualities in
the Africans’ ways of living, however
modern we claim to have become.
This might be as a result of the fact
that we Africans will always be who
we are, however hard we may try to
convert ourselves.
Living together, sharing our lives and
a sense of genuine responsibility for
each other is in our constellation and
we can only try to ignore it. Judg-
ing by my little experience of west-
ern culture in the very few western
countries I have lived in so far, I have
realised that the sense of family re-
sponsibility and relationship between
family members is quite the opposite
to that of the African culture. Here in
the west, everyone is an individual,

and the more independent you are
from your family or extended family,
determines how free you are as an in-
dividual.
In Africa, the opposite is the case, de-
spite the imitative modernity that we
seem to proclaim. The sense of family
responsibility still holds sway. There-
fore, as an African, when I speak
of community living and some of
the characteristics which qualify it, I
think I have an idea of the concept to
a certain degree.
Like the young man seeking the Holy
Grail, my Camphill experience or ad-
venture as I sometimes call it, has
taken me half way across the world.
From Nigeria in West Africa where
I was born, to Camphill School in
South Africa, to The Mount in the
south east of England and now here
at Kyle Camphill community. The few
Camphill places I have been to so far,
either as a live in Co-worker or for
a visit, I have experienced incredible
amount of love, care and a true sense
of responsibility towards one another,
amongst the members of those com-
munities.
A place where differences in opin-
ions and ideas is seen as a way of
understanding the other person and
living together in a life sharing situ-
ation; a place where every member
is accepted as who they are, despite
their challenges, disability or abili-
ties; a place where people of different
backgrounds try to live together in a
form of one big extended family, de-

spite the challenges that such attitude
faces in the western world of today.
When I first visited Kyle in April this
year (2012), the first thing that took
my attention was the level of com-
mitment of its members both young
and old; the care and friendliness
of the people. I met with a commu-
nity of people faced with the chal-
lenges and responsibilities of provid-
ing quality care and upholding a way
of life which reveals the true human-
ity that is in every individual member
of the community. I met people with
the zeal and motivation to make com-
munity living work despite the diffi-
culties that such way of living faces
in present times. However, the most
interesting thing for me was not the
challenges the community faces or
the responsibility its members have
to bear, but rather, the contentment
and the joy that goes with fulfilment
that can be seen on the faces of the
people; however tired they were, it
was not difficult to see the expres-
sions of satisfaction on their faces.
From that day, I decided to share in
their responsibility, their fulfilments
and the joy that follows thereafter.
I arrived in Kyle on the 31st of July
2012, and I look forward to a com-
munity experience that will give me
a further understanding of commu-
nity living. I look forward to a full in-
duction into the big Kyle family struc-
ture, and I hope to give my best at all
times in keeping the community to-
gether.
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